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                               How to Get Out of the Worst Kind of Trouble 
 Trouble with God 

A sermon by the Rev. Susan Bek 
Proper 19, Year C 

The Fourteenth Day after Pentecost, September 15, 2019 
 

 
In today’s sermon were going to talk about the wrath of God. How to avoid it and 

what to do when you know you’ve got it coming. How many of you have, at some time in 
your life, thought that God was, likely, really mad at you? Or disappointed in you? That’s 
what we’re going to talk about today. We’ll explore our scripture, I’ll share some interesting 
lyrics with you and we’ll end with the answer to this important question, “How can you get 
out of the worst kind of trouble – trouble with God?” 

 
How can we, even when we deserve nothing but wrath, experience an overflowing 

abundance of God’s grace? There is a way that we can patch things up in our relationship 
with the Divine and even get the angels and all of heaven rejoicing. Want to know what it 
is? Keep listening, we’ll get to that in just a few minutes.  

 
First, let’s look at the lesson from Exodus. In it, Moses pleads with God and changes 

God’s mind. God was angry. The lesson tells us God’s, “wrath burned hot,” against the 
people. Why? Because they made a golden calf and worshiped it. They gave this silly, 
inanimate object the credit for bringing them out of Egypt and they turned their backs on 
God.  
 

Moses implored the Lord, and, some would say that Moses changed God’s mind that 
day. Others would say that God gave Moses the opportunity to argue for mercy and 
compassion, allowing him to learn the value of forgiveness and the awesome responsibility 
that comes with power.  
 

What’s the Good News in this for us and for future generations? Through this great 
story, and others like it, we learn the value of compassion and the blessing that comes from 
knowing that God is willing to forgive.  
 

Our second lesson is from 1 Timothy. In it, Paul, writes about how he was, for a time, 
a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. In his ignorance, he did terrible things 
that grieved the heart of God. He explains that Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners and says that he considers himself the foremost of sinners.  
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So, he was saved, forgiven, freed from the bonds of his evil ways. He says, “the grace of the 
Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.” The grace of the 
Lord overflowed! I love that image.  
 

For all who have ever worried that God was really mad at them, feared that God’s 
wrath was burning hot against them, this is wonderful news. God is willing to forgive. And 
if Paul could be forgiven of his sins, surely we can be forgiven of ours.  

 
In today's gospel lesson, we hear two of three parables about things lost that are 

found.  
 

Jesus is preaching to a crowd of tax collectors and sinners; people who betray their 
own, people who are really shunned by society; but Jesus engages with them anyway. And 
so, he is criticized by the Pharisees and scribes; the religious leaders of their time, "This 
fellow welcomes sinners, and eats with them,” the protest. Why would Jesus do this? 
Because God forgives.  
 

Jesus responds to their criticism by telling a series of parables. In the parable of the 
lost sheep Jesus asks, "Which one of you, having one hundred sheep and losing one of them, 
does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 
finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, "rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep that was lost." Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.  
 

Then he asks what woman having ten silver coins and losing one of them wouldn’t 
light a lamp and search through the night until she finds it? Again, Jesus mentions how she 
would call together her friends and rejoice when what was lost had been found,.  
 

Then Jesus says, "Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents." 
 

A careful examination of the original text reveals some interesting things. The one I 
find most remarkable has to do with the word "repent". "...there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents."  
 

The English word repentance brings to mind being sorry, asking forgiveness and 
trying to do better next time. In the original Greek, the word, metanoia, has to do with a 
change of mind and purpose -- a shift in how we perceive and respond to life. It means to, 
turn around, make a change, in other words, to become a new creation.   
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Which brings me to the lyrics I’d like to share. The song is called, “I want to be a new 

Creation.” It’s by the band Lost and Found.  
 

I WANT TO BE A NEW CREATION 
FORMED FROM THE FINGERS OF GOD'S RIGHT HAND 

I WANT TO BE A NEW CREATION 
AND GOD'S GONNA MAKE ME STAND. 

 
I WANT TO SEE LIKE DANIEL, 
I WANT TO LOVE LIKE JOHN 

I WANT TO HOPE LIKE MARY, 
BE THE ROCK THAT'S BUILT UPON 

 
I WANT TO LAUGH LIKE SARAH, 
I WANT TO PREACH LIKE PAUL 
I WANT TO LIVE LIKE LAZARUS, 

PLAY MY TRUMPET WATCH THE CRUMBLING WALL. 
 

I WANT TO TRUST LIKE NOAH, 
SEE LIKE THE MAN BORN BLIND 

I WANT TO PRAY LIKE SIMEON PRAYED, 
I WANT TO BE THE COIN THAT THE FINDER FINDS. 

 
 

I’ll pause here for a minute because I love the line, “I WANT TO BE THE COIN THE 
FINDER FINDS.” Found not because of anything I did or didn't do. Found for just one 
reason; because God was willing to look for me. Found, not because of my greatness, but 
because of the greatness of God.  
 
The song ends… 
 
 

BUT IF I NEVER MOVE THE MOUNTAINS, 
AND IF I NEVER PART THE SEA 

AND IF I NEVER SLAY THE GIANT, 
GOD DO WHAT YOU WANT WITH ME. 

 
It’s time to return to our opening question. ““How can you get out of the worst kind 

of trouble – trouble with God?” 
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The answer is simple. Remember God forgives, then repent and return to the Lord. 

You don’t have to do anything but stop and turn back toward God. The simple act of 
wanting to be found, of the willingness to repent, is all it takes. 
 

And when you do, I tell you, “…there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” 

 
You do not have to deserve it, just be willing to embrace it.  There is an overflowing 

abundance of God’s grace just waiting for you. And when you accept it , the angels and all of 
heaven will rejoice for what had been lost will have been found.  
 

Join us here each Sunday morning as we remember God forgive. Join us as we 
search, join us as we pray to be found, join us as we repent because we want to be a new 
creation. Join us as we call out to the Spirit and offer ourselves up to become whatever it is 
that God is calling us to be.  

 
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 


