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Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.  

Welcome from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Ventura, California. Today we offer an online worship 
service for the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost. The words in bold are the ones we will all say 
together. 
 
Be sure to read our Email Newsletter to keep up with the news of the church, find ways to connect 
with others, and get updates on the plans to return to church as soon as it’s safe enough. If you don’t 
receive our newsletter, please contact us at office@saintpaulsventura.org. 
  
Again, welcome! We’re glad to know that you’re worshiping with us. If there’s anything we can do to 
help, please let us know. Meanwhile, know that you are in our prayers. We wish you all a very safe and 
blessed week.  
 

Holy Eucharist 

Liturgy of the Word 

Prelude Setting on a Shaker Hymn      arr. Gregg Sewell 

 
Processional O love, how deep, how broad, how high Hymnal 448 
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Opening Salutation  Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 355 

 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise                                                                              Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 356 

 
Celebrant and people say together 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
Collect for the Feast of St. Francis 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this 
world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole 
creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

As Episcopalians, our custom is to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest Holy Scripture. You are invited to do so 
right here in your bulletin. 
 

First Lesson  abbreviated from Genesis 1:1-34 
 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

The Creation Story 
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and a 
great dimness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
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waters. On the first day, God created light and darkness. On the second day, God created the sky 
above and the waters below. On the third day, God formed the land and called it Earth, and gathered 
the water and called it Sea. God blessed the earth with vegetation and food. On the fourth day, God 
separated the day from the night, creating the sun, the moon, and the stars. On the fifth day, God 
brought forth swarms of living creatures in the air, in the water, and on the land, and God bid them 
to be fruitful and multiply. On the sixth day, God created humankind in God’s image, giving them 
dominion over the animals. God blessed them and bid them to be fruitful and multiply. On the 
seventh day, God saw that everything that God had made was very good and God rested and blessed 
the seventh day and made it sacred.  
 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 

 

Prayer Attributed to St. Francis 
In place of the Psalm this morning we will recite together the prayer attributed to St. Francis. 
 

1. Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,  

2. where there is hatred, let me sow love;  

3. where there is injury,  pardon;  

4. where there is doubt, faith;  

5. where there is despair, hope;  

6. where there is darkness, light;  

7. and where there is sadness, joy.  

8. O, God, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;  

9. to be understood as to understand;  

10. to be loved as to love;  

11. for it is in giving that we receive;  

12. it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

13. and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
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Gradual Hymn Take my life, and let it be (v.1)     Hymnal 707 

 
 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 11:25-30 
  

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, God of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, God, for such 
was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Creator; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal God. ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.’ 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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The Homily  The Reverend Liz Williams 
 

A period of silent reflection follows the homily. 

 
The Prayers     

Server 

Let us give thanks to God our Creator for all the gifts so freely bestowed upon us and for the beauty 
and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea; saying, we thank you, Lord. 
 

Intercessor 

For the richness of the mountains, plains and rivers; we thank you, Lord. 

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women; we thank you, Lord.  

For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life; we thank you, Lord.  

For the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers and trees; we thank you, Lord.  

For the trust you have shown in giving into our care these, our pets; we thank you, Lord.  

That each pet here may be treasured with care; we pray to you, Lord.  

That we may love and honor all your works, O God; we pray to you, Lord. 
 

Celebrant 

That we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation; all to the honor 
and glory of your name, now and forever, we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 

 
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Celebrant and People say together 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins + through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 



6 

 

The Peace  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you. 

 

 
Announcements  
 
Blessings for birthday, anniversary and other special occasions.  
 

 

 
 
 

Liturgy of the Table 
 

Offertory Sentence 
Thank you for your donation. Your generosity is appreciated. We look forward to doing great things in the name 
of Christ with whatever you are able to give. (For information on ways to give, see the last page of this bulletin). 

 

Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his Name. But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

    Hebrews 13:15,16 

 

Offertory Anthem  All Creatures of Our God and King     arr. Molly James 
 

   
The Great Thanksgiving   Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Because you are greatly glorified in the assembly of your saints. All your creatures praise you, and 
your faithful servants bless you, confessing before the rulers of this world the great Name of your 
only son. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus        From St. Paul’s Mass - Felix Eisenhauer

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile 
us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or to lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. During this time of separation, O God, out of love for you 
and for our neighbors, we will not gather in our church. But we ask you to sanctify us, that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament in the form of Spiritual Communion, that we may serve in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day join with all the saints in the joy of God’s eternal kingdom.   
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
A period of silence is kept. 

 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
 
Spiritual Communion 

 

Please join us in praying. 
 

Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist, and we desire to offer you thanks and praise as we proclaim your resurrection. 
We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we cannot be together in 
our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to come spiritually 
into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and help us to be 
mindful that, though we are separate from one another, you are always present and will 
never leave us. Bless each of us and our entire congregation, as well as all of our neighbors 
throughout the world. Fill us all with your light and nourish us with your word and Spirit 
until we can be together again. Amen.  
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Communion Music     A Variation on Jesus Loves Me by William B. Bradbury  
  arr. William A. McMNai 

 
Post Communion Prayer   
 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in 
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of 
your eternal kingdom.  

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve 
you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
A Franciscan Blessing 
 

May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths and superficial relationships, so that 
you may live deep within your heart. 

May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, so that you may work 
for justice, freedom and peace. 

May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer pain, starvation, and war, so that you may 
reach out your hand to comfort them and turn their pain to joy. 

And may God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make a difference in this world, 
so that you can do what others claim cannot be done. 

And the blessing of God Almighty; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit rest upon you and remain with you this 
day and forevermore.  Amen. 
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Recessional Hail, thou once despised Jesus! Hymnal 495 
 

 

 
Dismissal 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. 

 
Postlude The Heavens Declare the Glory of God   Benedetto Marcello (1686-1739) 

arr. Jack Shader 

 
 

Acknowledgements and Copyright Information 
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Prayer Intentions for the Week of October 4, 2020 
 

Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury Our Clergy: Susan Bek, Liz Williams, Dick Swanson 
Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop President Donald Trump, Congress, Federal Courts 
John Taylor, Bishop Diocesan Governor Gavin Newsom, Legislature, State Courts 
Diane Jardine Bruce, Bishop Suffragan  

 

 
HEALING IN BODY, MIND & SPIRIT: 

Kay, Christopher, Paulette, Adele, Babs, Brenda, James, Jacob, Carolyn, Teresa, Duncan, Steven, 
Frank, Julie, Bruce, Briana, Charly, Paul, Kathie, Tom, William. Carol, Jim, Susan and everyone with 
COVID-19. 
 

THOSE ENDURING A LONG TERM ILLNESS: 
Virginia, Wayne, Margery, Sheila, Carrie, Brian, Linda, Judy, Liz, Michelle, Kevin, Mary, Kathy, 
Amelia, Doug, Carol, Stacie, Rachel, Mary, Kim 

 
FOR GOD’S BLESSING ON: 

 Twelve step programs of recovery and healing; especially Alcoholics Anonymous meetings at St. 
Paul’s 

 Our local public and private hospitals, and the health care professionals who serve us 
 U.S. Armed services personnel serving around the world and wounded warriors cared for in 

medical centers and those returned home 
 

GIVE THANKS FOR: 
 Our partners in the Diocese of Los Angeles, Deanery One in Ventura County: St. Columba’s, 

Camarillo; Trinity, Fillmore; St. Andrew’s, Ojai; All Saints’, Oxnard; St. Paul’s/ Emmanuel, Santa 
Paula; St. Francis’, Simi Valley; St. Patrick’s, Thousand Oaks  

 Our World Mission Companions: the Cathedral Church of the Ascension, in the Diocese of 
Wiawso, Ghana 

 The Ventura Interfaith Ministerial Assoc.: Temple Beth Torah, the Islamic Center of Oxnard, 
Ventura Seventh Day Adventist Church 

 
IN MEMORIAM 
  For all those we love and see no longer, and for everyone who has died in this pandemic.  
 
Parish prayers for healing are listed for one calendar month. Contact the office with your request which 
may be added at any time. They may be requested and/or renewed by using the prayer cards in the 
pews. 

 

  St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Staff 
The Rev. Susan Bek, Rector 

The Rev. Liz Williams, Associate Rector 
The Rev. Dr. Richard Swanson, Assisting 

Bonnie Rubrecht, Parish Administrator 
Dr. Felix Eisenhauer, Music Minister 

Tara Eisenhauer, Assistant Music Minister 
Sara Edwards, Organist 

Nadia Talley, ASL Interpreter 
Wendy Olivier, Nursery Caregiver 

Torey Rubrecht, Sexton 
 

3290 Loma Vista Road, Ventura, CA 93003 (805) 643-5033 e-mail: office@saintpaulsventura.org 
Website: www.saintpaulsventura.org     Twitter: @stpaulsventura    Facebook: St. Paul’s Ventura 

 

mailto:office@saintpaulsventura.org
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Announcements for October 4, 2020 
Thank you for joining us today! We’ll continue to hold 

you in our prayers.  
Please contact the church office for more information. 

God bless you! 
We invite you to join us again! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom - Join us today after our Livestream Service 
Friends, family, kids and pets are all welcome! Join us to chat, catch up on what's happening in 
each other's lives, say hello to Rev. Susan and Rev. Liz. Share requests for prayer. Stay for as long 
or as little as you are able.  
Click below to join us on Sunday and say hi! We'd love to see you and all are welcome! 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/98526311219  

 
 

 

Blessing of the Animals at St. Paul’s – Sunday, Oct 4th between 5-6pm 
Please join us for a “walk-up” Blessing of the Animals at St. Paul’s parking lot. We’ll have signs for 
you to follow when you arrive. Our Clergy will be there to bless your animals! 
 
Please follow the protocols to participate, due to COVID-19: 

• Do not attend if you have a cough, fever or are otherwise unwell 

• Appropriately restrain your animals 

• Wear a mask that covers your mouth and nose 

• Maintain 6 feet of distance between yourself (or your family) and others at all times 

• Do not pet or touch others’ animals (as this may spread the virus) at any point 
 
Look for any additional details in our newsletter for this week. We’re excited to see you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST 

Livestream service from St. Paul’s Sanctuary 
Rev. Liz Williams will lead a livestreamed service right from St. Paul’s Sanctuary at 10:15am. Look for more 
details in our E-News and Sunday Click and Go emails. We’re excited to be able to celebrate spiritual 
communion in St. Paul’s Sanctuary. 
Join us via YouTube or our Facebook page – for details go to our website or click on your E-News links! 

 
Are you new to St. Paul’s or visiting us?  

A warm welcome to you! We’re so glad you came. We are a friendly and welcoming 
congregation. Please introduce yourself online via email or a comment to our clergy, as they’re looking 
forward to meeting you—albeit remotely! We invite you to join us again in the future! 
 

You can access more information about St. Paul’s by visiting our website at www.saintpaulsventura.org or 
checking out our Facebook page or YouTube channel. If you have prayer requests or other needs, please 
feel free to message us on Facebook or email our office at office@saintpaulsventura.org. 

     ST. PAUL’S IS LEARNING SIGN LANGUAGE:  Why? Because all are welcome here. In each ASL Minute we 
learn a few signs together. If you would like to see past ASL Minute videos, go to St. Paul’s Ventura on 
YouTube or Facebook and click the “Learning Sign Language” playlist. If you like it, share it. Help spread the 
word that St. Paul’s has a wonderful new Deaf ministry. Thanks! 

 Are you Celebrating a Birthday, Anniversary or Special Occasion? 
We'd like to celebrate with you. Please email us by noon on Wednesday to be included in the online 
service for the coming Sunday. Send a photo if you like--it will help people put a face with your name, and 
our parishioners love seeing you! Email requests to office@saintpaulsventura.org.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/98526311219
https://www.youtube.com/stpaulsventura
http://www.saintpaulsventura.org/
mailto:office@saintpaulsventura.org
mailto:office@saintpaulsventura.org
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This QR Code  
takes you straight to  

our Giving Page 

 Would you like to have a Pandemic Pen Pal? 
If so, we'd be glad to help you connect with someone. Do you prefer to communicate the old-fashioned 
way, through the Post Office, or do you enjoy a good email or text? Please reach out to us and let us know! 
We have parishioners that would love to receive mail and others that would love to send you a card or a 
note or a txt message to say hello. Email our office for more details. 

 The Daughters of the King invite you to join us… 
FIRST MONDAY BOOK CLUB – Join us next Monday, October 5, 5:30pm via Zoom 
This month's selection is The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett. Please join us to discuss this 

fascinating book that has received critical acclaim. Zoom Meeting ID: 751 8208 5503 / Password: 

7Tt0EF  
All are welcome. We’d love to see you there! 

 

“God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 
Thank you for your generosity!  
Donations may be made by cash, check, PayPal, or text StPaulsVentura to 73256. You can also arrange 
online payments, click the “Give” button at www.saintpaulsventura.org or use this QR code. Members give 
of their time and share their talents through lots of volunteer opportunities and ministries. Please contact 
our clergy if you’d like to get involved in something new. Thank you for all the ways you give of yourself! 
We look forward to doing great things with whatever you are able to share.  
Thank you so much! It is great to have you with us on this faith journey.  

 

 

If you haven’t received a pledge packet and would like one, 
please let us know! 

Give us a call at 805-643-0533 or email us at office@saintpaulsventura.org and we’ll get one over to you. 
Go to our website, click on “Get Involved” on the menu and then “Give/Donate” for more information 
about our 2021 campaign 
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