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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
We follow Jesus, welcome all and nurture ministries. 

 

 

 
 
 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.  

Whether this is your first visit or you have been a member for years, we’re glad you’re here! This bulletin is 

designed to guide you through the service. Hymnals, Bibles and the Book of Common Prayer are in the pews 

and available for your use as well. Please let us know if there’s anything we can do to make your time with us 

more enriching and enjoyable. 
 

 

 

Holy Eucharist 
Liturgy of the Word 

 

Prelude Prelude on the tune Rhosymedre Ralph Vaughn Williams 
 
Please stand as you are able at the sound of the bell. 
 

Entrance Hymn    Our Father, by whose Name Hymnal 587 
 

Opening Salutation Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 323 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  
 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy holy Name: through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase 
and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things 
temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated for the reading of scripture. 
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As Episcopalians, our custom is to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest Holy Scripture. You are invited to do so right 
here in your bulletin. 

 
First Reading Genesis 18:20-32 

 
A reading from the book of Genesis. 
 
The LORD said to Abraham, "How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave 
their sin! I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has 
come to me; and if not, I will know." 
 
So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before 
the LORD. Then Abraham came near and said, "Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the 
wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not 
forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do what is just?" And the LORD said, "If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, 
I will forgive the whole place for their sake." Abraham answered, "Let me take it upon myself to speak 
to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you 
destroy the whole city for lack of five?" And he said, "I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there." Again 
he spoke to him, "Suppose forty are found there." He answered, "For the sake of forty I will not do it." 
Then he said, "Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there." He 
answered, "I will not do it, if I find thirty there." He said, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the 
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there." He answered, "For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it." 
Then he said, "Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there." 
He answered, "For the sake of ten I will not destroy it." 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 138 
 

1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; * 
before the gods I will sing your praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple 
and praise your Name, * 
because of your love and faithfulness; 

3 For you have glorified your Name * 
and your word above all things. 

4 When I called, you answered me; * 
you increased my strength within me. 

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, * 
when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

6 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, * 
that great is the glory of the LORD. 

7 Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; * 
he perceives the haughty from afar. 
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8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
your right hand shall save me. 

9 The LORD will make good his purpose for me; * 
O LORD, your love endures for ever; 
do not abandon the works of your hands. 

 

Second Reading Colossians 2:6-15 
 

A Reading from the Letter to the Colossians. 
 

As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him 
and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the 
whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every 
ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the 
body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried with him in baptism, you were 
also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. And when you 
were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, 
when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. 
He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public 
example of them, triumphing over them in it. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 11:1-13 
Please stand as you are able and face the Gospel. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, 
teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." He said to them, "When you pray, say: 
Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial." 
 

And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, 
`Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set 
before him.' And he answers from within, `Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and 
my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' I tell you, even though he will 
not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get 
up and give him whatever he needs. 
 

"So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will 
give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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Sermon  The Reverend Liz Williams 
 
A period of silent reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Nicene Creed  BCP p. 326 
All stand as able and say together. 
 

Prayers of the People 
Please stand, sit or kneel as is your custom. BCP p. 328 
 

Deacon 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 
 

Leader 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications, and to 
give thanks for all people: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching 
thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all 
those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly 
love. 
 

Teach us, O God, to treasure the differences that distinguish one person from another. Help us to overcome 
fear and hatred. Open our hearts to see thy radiance in every human soul. Give us the courage to combat 
prejudice and intolerance, and bless us with compassion, with kindness, and with peace.¹ 
 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers especially our presiding bishop, Michael; 
our bishops John and Diane; our clergy Susan, Liz, Ed, and Dick; that they may, both by their life and 
doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, with 
meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of their life. 
 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and every 
land especially Donald, our President; the congress and courts; Gavin, our Governor, that they may be led to 
wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 

 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole 
creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor Adele, Babs, Brenda, 
James, Joel, Jacob, Carolyn, Steve, Bob, Teresa, Duncan, Steven, Sarah, Frank, Julie, Bruce, 
Charly, Paul, Mary, Christy, Carol, Mary, Kathie, Tom, William, Kim and those enduring a long term 
illness especially Virginia, Wayne, Margery, Sheila, JoAnne, Carrie, Linda, Liz, Judy, Michelle, 
Kevin, Mary, Kathy, Doug, Mike, Rachel and those others on our hearts and all those who, in this 
transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, especially those affected by acts 
of violence or recovering from fires and floods. 
 

(See page 8 for other parish petitions and prayers of thanksgiving.) 
 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear especially Lillian 
Alfriend, Alan Wirsig and those whose names we bring before God, beseeching thee to grant them continual 
growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of Paul and of all thy 
saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution  BCP p. 330 
 
Peace 
All stand as they are able. 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

 
Prayers for Birthdays, Anniversaries and Other Special Occasions. 

 
Liturgy of the Table 

 
Offertory Sentence 
Thank you for your donation. Your generosity is appreciated. We look forward to doing great things in the name of Christ 
with whatever you are able to give. 

 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 

 
Offertory  Fuga Johannes Pachelbel 

 
Presentation Hymn “Thy kingdom come!”  Hymnal 615 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer I)     BCP p. 333 
 
The Lord’s Prayer      BCP p. 336 
 
Breaking of the Bread BCP p. 337 
A period of silence is kept. 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Prayer of Humble Access              BCP p. 337 
 
Invitation 
 

This is the Banquet of the Lamb. It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love 
him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and 
you who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who fear you have failed. Come, 
because it is the Lord who invites you. It is the Lord’s will that those who want him should meet him here. 
 

All are welcome to come forward. The table we set is the Lord’s. Our custom is to receive the bread in 
your open palm. Please tell the priest if you prefer a gluten-free wafer or sulfite-free juice. Sip the wine, 
if you wish it, from the common cup, guiding the chalice gently with your hand or the Eucharistic 
Minister will dip the bread for you. Otherwise, cross your arms over your chest as a sign you wish to 
receive a blessing. 

 
Suggestion: Open your Book of Common Prayer (BCP) to pages 833-834. You’ll find some wonderful 

prayers there. 
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Communion Music Opus 20 Dustin O’Halloran 
 
Post Communion Prayer  BCP p. 339 
Please stand or kneel as you prefer. 

 

Blessing 
 

May the peace which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 
God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; And may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit rest on you and remain with you this day and forever more. Amen. 

 

Concluding Hymn Praise, my soul, the King of heaven Hymnal 410 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
Announcements 
Please be seated. 
 
Dismissal  BCP p. 339 
 

Alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 

 
Postlude 2001: A Space Odyssey Alex North 

 

Acknowledgements and Copyright Information 
¹ A Prayer for Tolerance Rabbi Naomi Levy, adapted by Barbara Bennett and David Catron. 

 

 
 

Serving This Week  
 

Acolytes Jo Ellen Heil 
Chalice Lori Burke, Jo Ellen Heil 
Psalm Lori Burke 
Lay Readers Ellen Morgan, Jo Ellen Heil 
Prayers of the People Jo Ellen Heil 
Cantor Natalie Epelone 

Ushers Jay & Patti Widdows 
Hospitality Sponsors Liz & Ian McEwan 
Altar Guild Louise Bretz, Roger Crow, Vicki Paul 
Flower Guild Heidi Trevisan, Valerie Ortiz 
Counters Louise Bretz 
Facility Lock Up Greg Jackson 
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Today 
7/28 

 
8:00 am 
9:30 am 

 
Rite I Sunday Service  
Choir Rehearsal (Music Room) 

 10:00 am Summer Sunday School (Sanctuary/Room 14) 
 10:15 am Rite II Sunday Service 
 11:30 am  Fellowship & Formation (Courtyard/Room 12) 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Gooden Center) 

Mon. 
7/29 

8:00 pm AA Meeting (Gooden Center) 

Tues. 
7/30 

10:00 am  Sack Lunch Distribution (Office) 

Weds. 
7/31 

9:00 am 
10:30 am 

Healing Service (Chapel) 
Bible Study (Library) 

 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Gooden Center) 

Thurs. 
8/1 

10:00 am  Sack Lunch Distribution (Office) 

Fri. 
8/2 

6:30 am Men’s Bible Study (Main Street Steakhouse Restaurant) 

Sat. 
8/3 

6:45 pm AA Meeting (Gooden Center) 

Sun. 
8/4 

8:00 am 
9:30 am  
10:00 am 

Rite I Sunday Service  
Choir Rehearsal (Music Room) 
Summer Sunday School (Sanctuary/Room 14l) 

 10:15 am Rite II Sunday Service 
 11:30 am Fellowship & Formation (Courtyard/Room 12) 
 8:00 pm AA Meeting (Gooden Center) 

 
 

  

Highlights of This Week at St. Paul’s 
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Prayer Intentions for the Week of July 28, 2019 
 

Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury Our Clergy: Susan Bek, Liz Williams 
Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop    Ed Steever, Dick Swanson 
John Taylor, Bishop Diocesan President Donald Trump, Congress, Federal Courts 
Diane Jardine Bruce, Bishop Suffragan Governor Gavin Newsom, Legislature, State Courts 
 
HEALING IN BODY, MIND & SPIRIT: 

Adele, Babs, Brenda, James, Joel, Jacob, Carolyn, Steve, Bob, Teresa, Duncan, Steven, 
Sarah, Frank, Julie, Bruce, Charly, Paul, Mary, Carol, Christy, Mary, Kathie, Tom, William, Kim 
 

THOSE ENDURING A LONG TERM ILLNESS: 
Virginia, Wayne, Margery, Sheila, JoAnne, Carrie, Charles, Linda, Liz, Judy, Michelle, Kevin, 
Mary, Kathy, Doug, Mike, Rachel 

 

FOR GOD’S BLESSING ON: 
+ The spiritual, physical and moral development of our children and youth; the children, 

youth, and adult leaders of our Sunday School, Youth Group, Boy Scout Troop 179, La 
Famiglia Preschool, and VCSAGE 

+ U.S. Armed services personnel serving around the world and wounded warriors cared for 
in medical centers and those returned home 

 

GIVE THANKS FOR: 
+ Our partners in the Diocese of Los Angeles: Our partners in the Diocese of Los Angeles: 

Hillsides-the Episcopal Home for Children, Pasadena; Neighborhood Youth Association, 
West LA.; Holy Family Services, Ventura County. 

+ Our World Mission Companions: the Cathedral Church of the Ascension, in the Diocese 
of Wiawso, Ghana 

+ The Ventura Interfaith Ministerial Assoc.: Unitarian/Universalist, Center for Spiritual 
Living, An Lac Mission (Buddhist), Mormon Church 

IN MEMORIAM 
Lillian Alfriend 
Alan Wirsig 

 
Parish prayers for healing are listed for one calendar month. Contact the office with your 
request which may be added at any time. They may be requested and/or renewed by using the 
prayer cards in the pews. 

 

        St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Staff 
The Rev. Susan Bek, Rector 

The Rev. Liz Williams, Associate Rector 
The Rev. Ed Steever, Deacon 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Swanson, Assisting 
Dr. Felix Eisenhauer, Music Minister 

Tara Eisenhauer, Assistant Music Minister 
Sara Edwards, Organist 

Nadia Talley, ASL Interpreter 
Kathleen Jensen, Administrative Assistant 

Wendy Olivier, Nursery Caregiver 
 

3290 Loma Vista Road, Ventura, CA 93003 (805) 643-5033 e-mail: office@saintpaulsventura.org 
Website: www.saintpaulsventura.org     Twitter: @stpaulsventura    Facebook: St. Paul’s Ventura 

 

mailto:office@saintpaulsventura.org
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St. Paul’s Announcements July 28, 2019 
 
 
 

Thank you for joining us today! 
As Ventura works to recover and find the way forward after fire and flood, 

St. Paul’s is here to help. 
We’re praying for you every day. 

Please let us know what else you need. God bless you! 
 

Please help us thank the following people 
for our refreshments this morning: 

8:00 am-Liz & Ian McEwan 
10:15 am-Norm & Pam Owens, Javier & Valerie Ortiz, Renee Bower 

(Next week for hospitality: 8:00 Vicki Paul 
10:15 Ralph & Kay Armstrong, David & RoseAnn Hill, Janalee Young) 
If you would like to serve on our hospitality team, please let us know. 

The Vestry Greeter today is Ted Andrews, come by and say hello! 
 

Please join us again next Sunday! 

 
 

 

The Spirit is moving and we’re improving… 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT AROUND KAHLER HALL  
We look forward to enjoying a beautiful new entrance from the parking lot down to and around 
Kahler Hall. It will have a welcoming arch, beautiful signs, lights, curved steps and handrails. A 
new ADA compliant slope and convenient parking for those with mobility challenges will also be 
added. In addition to all this, the drainage will be improved so that pooling and water intrusion 
that has long been a problem, will finally be corrected. This work is being done thanks to the 
Comprehensive Growth Project and funds the vestry approved from savings. Many of you have 
contributed with generous gifts that make this possible. We really appreciate your support! 
 

 
 

Summer Sunday School is moving to Room 14 
Coffee Hour will take place in our beautiful outdoor spaces and in Room 12. 

Nursery will continue as usual. 
 

There will be no access to Kahler Hall for at least three weeks,  
so please excuse the inconvenience! 

 

WHILE UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

Please continue to use the parking lot 

BUT, instead of entering as usual through or 

around Kahler Hall, 

follow the sidewalk along Loma Vista Road  

up to the Church Gate 

and enter there.  
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REACH FOR SCHOOL SUPPLIES – THANK YOU! 
Thank you to everyone who brought school supplies for Project Understanding. Many children 
will be blessed by your generosity when it’s time to go back to school! 
 

REACH FOR OUR HUNGRY NEIGHBORS – IN AUGUST  We will be raising money for Family to 
Family and the Red Reach Bags will be back as we collect food for our sack lunch program—look 
for the bags and more details next week! 

 

 

 

RISK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE PRESENTS – The next in a series of meetings on Safety 
and Security. Wednesday, August 7th, 6:30-8:00pm in Kahler Hall. All who are interested are 
welcome to attend.  This training will be led by retired sheriff and member of our congregation, 
Dan Campbell. He will teach us how to how to evaluate potential levels of risk that individuals 
may display. We will work through various scenarios to practice the skills and focus on giving 
everyone the respect, dignity and love they deserve while keeping ourselves and those around us 
safe. 

             

 

FIRST MONDAY BOOK CLUB – MONDAY, AUGUST 5:  The Mouse Proof Kitchen, by Saira 
Shah is our current selection. Join us at 5pm for food and 5:30pm for discussion at Panera Bread. 
All women are welcome. Sponsored by the Daughters of the King. 

 

 

FANS have been installed along the outer aisle for your comfort. As things heat up in our 
warmer months, please feel free to turn them on. Check with those around you, perhaps the 
oscillating feature would be helpful. Be mindful of the needs of others. We encourage those who 
prefer to be away from the fans to sit toward the center of the church. 

 

 

 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL – BEGINS AT 10:00:  This year’s theme is A Family Celebration. 
We will begin in the sanctuary with a Bible story and learn a song in ASL. Families and members 
of the congregation are encouraged to come at 10:00 and join in this part of the Celebration. At 
10:10, the children will move into Kahler Hall to continue our lesson and make fun scrapbook 
pages. If you would like to volunteer, or have questions, please talk to Rev. Liz. 
 

     
 

ST. PAUL’S IS LEARNING SIGN LANGUAGE:  Why? Because all are welcome here. In each 
week’s ASL Minute we learn a few signs together. If you would like to see past ASL Minute 
videos, go to St. Paul’s Ventura on YouTube or Facebook and click the “Learning Sign Language” 
playlist. If you enjoy it, share it. Help us spread the word that St. Paul’s has a wonderful new Deaf 
ministry. Thank you! 

 
 
 

 

 

QUICK AND EASY WAYS TO BE A DIGITAL DISCIPLE: 
We post great content on our St. Paul’s Facebook page nearly every day. We share devotionals, 
photos, videos, music clips, information about events, and more. A simple way that you can help 
us grow the church is to share the Facebook posts that resonate with you on your personal page. 
To do this, visit the St. Paul’s Facebook page. If you find a post you’d like to share, click “Share” 
and follow the instructions to share the post on your personal Facebook page. 
 

Love social media? Join our Digital Disciple team! See Drew or Rose after church, or contact the 
Church Office to be put in touch with a team member. 

      

           

 

SAVE THE DATES: 
Sunday, August 25 – Blessing of the Backpacks 
Friday, September 6 – Episcopal Dodger Night 
Sunday, September 8 – Homecoming Sunday 
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