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My Faith  
 
 

 

     

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
    Proper 19, Year C 
     September 11, 2022 at 10:15 a.m. 

     Service offered both in-person and online 

 

Welcome! Sunday Services are offered each week at 10:15am. You have the option of attending in-person or online at: 

www.StPaulsVentura.org/live,  www.YouTube.com/StPaulsVentura, www.Facebook.com/SaintPaulsVentura.  

  

We ask your patience and thank you for your understanding - Masks are required in the church at this time because 
many of those who attend services are especially vulnerable to COVID-19. A limited number of seats on the street side of 
the church are available for those who prefer or require some extra distance. Thank you for your cooperation.  You are a 
living example of what LOVE looks like, and we appreciate your kindness.  

 

Whether this is your first visit, or you have been a member for years, we’re glad you’re here! This bulletin is designed to 
guide you through the service. We invite you to sing, pray and read along with us through the service. The words in bold 
are the ones we’ll all say together.  

 

Our Sunday School program (for children ages 2 years-grade 5) begins at 10am. Children are invited to join Miss Bailey 
and Miss Wendy to hear a Bible story and enjoy fun and engaging activities related to that story. Children return to the 
church to join their families for Eucharist. 
 

The best way to keep up with our upcoming events and latest protocols is to subscribe to our Email Newsletter. If you don’t 
receive it and would like to be added to the list, please come see us at the Welcome Table or contact the church office.  
 

Once again, welcome! We’re glad that you’re worshiping with us. Let us know if you have any questions, prayer requests or 
need the services of a priest. We are always glad to hear from you. Meanwhile, know that you are in our prayers. We wish 
you all a very safe and blessed week.  

 

 The angels are dancing again… 

Listen carefully, you just might hear the angels dancing on the roof! 
When things heat up, the beams in our beautiful church ceiling expand and creak. No worries! It’s just 
part of this wonderful building’s charm. For years, some of our members have said to each other, 
“Listen, the angels are dancing on the roof again!”  
 

 

Today’s flowers are given by the Rev. Susan Bek  
In thanksgiving for the 133rd Anniversary of St. Paul’s Ventura 

If you’d like to arrange for flowers given in memory or thanksgiving, please contact the church office. Thank you! 
 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

 

Prelude                Festive Prelude                                                   James Pethel       
                                              

Processional  Immortal, invisible, God only wise Hymnal 423 
Please stand as you are able at the sound of the bell.  Today’s Cantor: Amy Schaffer 

 

Opening Salutation  Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p. 355 

 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Hymnal 390 

Online Bulletin 

http://www.stpaulsventura.org/
http://www.youtube.com/StPaulsVentura
http://www.facebook.com/
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Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may 
in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
First Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 

A reading from the first letter to Timothy. 
 

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful and 
appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of 
violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners-- of whom I am the foremost. 
But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display 
the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal 
life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Reader    The Word of the Lord 
People   Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 51: 1-11 

 

The response appointed for this morning is a portion of Psalm 51. We will read it responsively, breaking 
at the asterisk. 

 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; * 
in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness * 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, * 
and my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against you only have I sinned * 
and done what is evil in your sight. 

5 And so you are justified when you speak * 
and upright in your judgment. 

6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 
a sinner from my mother's womb. 

7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * 
and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 

8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 

9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, * 
that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

10 Hide your face from my sins * 
and blot out all my iniquities. 
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11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

 
Gradual Hymn  Help us, O Lord, to learn Hymnal 628 
All stand as able to sing.   
 

 
Holy Gospel  Luke 15:1-10 
Remain standing and face the Gospel. 

  
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 

So he told them this parable: "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 
finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, `Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.' Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

"Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep 
the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her 
friends and neighbors, saying, `Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' Just 
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
 
The Sermon   The Reverend Susan Bek 

 
 
A period of silent reflection follows the sermon. 

 
 
Nicene Creed  BCP p. 358 
All stand as able and together say 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic1 and apostolic2 Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People     
Please stand, sit or kneel as is your custom. 
 

Server 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For the Church of God, that it may be filled with people dedicated to love, generosity and truth. 
May your light guide us and shine through us. 

 

For the leaders of our nation, and the leaders of all nations; that the work they do may benefit all 
people. May your light instill within them the desire to act justly and work for peace. 

 

For blessings on all human endeavors, and for the just and proper use of all you have created. 
May we be the instruments through which you reach out to the world. 

 

For the sick in body, mind or spirit, especially (The People may add their own petitions either silently or 

aloud).  May your light bring hope and healing to all who suffer. 
 

For all who have died, and for those who grieve, especially (The People may add their own petitions 

either silently or aloud). May light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Celebrant 

O God, in your infinite generosity, you have created a world filled with resources to sustain all your 
children. Stir the generosity within each of us so that these resources may be shared. Inspire us 
when we step out from this place so that we may shine as the Light of Christ to the world. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, we pray, Amen. 

 
The Confession   BCP p. 360 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
A period of silence is observed. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 
 

1 universal; all embracing  
2 Relating to the Apostles, following their teachings 
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Blessing of the Water 
The children are invited to come forward and stir the water as it is blessed.  

 
God our Father, your gift of water brings life and freshness to the earth; it washes away our sins and 
refreshes us as we continue on our journey of faith. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of 
Creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of 
promise. In it your Son, Jesus was baptized. Bless this water in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Commissioning of Sunday School Staff 
 

Let us pray.  
 
God of all wisdom and knowledge, give your blessing and guidance to all who teach the 
children in your Church, that by word and example they may be led to the knowledge and 
love of you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
I commission you, Kara, Bailey, and Wendy as the Sunday School Team for this parish. In the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Commissioning of Music Ministers  
 

Let us pray.   
 
O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven, be ever present with your 
servants who seek through music to help your people on earth to lift their praise. Grant 
us glimpses of your beauty and prepare us to take our place one day in the heavenly 
choir that forever sings your praises; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
I commission you all as Musicians and Singers in this parish. In the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
The Peace 
All stand as they are able. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you. 

 
Announcements 
Please be seated.  
 

Blessings for Birthdays, Anniversaries and Other Special Occasions 

 

Liturgy of the Table 
Holy Communion 

 
Offertory Sentence 
 

Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his Name. But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God. Hebrews 13:15,16 
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Thank you for your donation, and for your pledge.  

Your generosity is appreciated!  

We look forward to doing great things in the name of Christ  

with whatever you are able to give.  

 
Offertory                      Welcome Home Patricia Mock, arr. Brad Nix 

 
Presentation Hymn          O worship the King, all glorious above! v. 1-3 Hymnal 388 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving   Eucharistic Prayer A 
The people remain standing. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your 
image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

 
Sanctus  Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S128 

The service music can be found in the front of the hymnal. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Please stand, sit or kneel as is your custom. 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, whether spiritually or actually, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 A period of silence is kept. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
 
Spiritual Communion   
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive 
Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from physically receiving it. 
 

Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online and receiving communion 
spiritually.  

 

Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not 
all together in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to 
come spiritually into our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your word 
and Spirit. Amen.  

 
 
The Invitation 

 

This is the Banquet of the Lord. 
It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more. 

So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, 
you who have been here often, and you who have not been here long, 

you who have tried to follow, and you who fear you have failed. 
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 

It is his will that those who want him should meet him in this holy way. 
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For in-person worshipers: wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are welcome at communion.  
Our custom is to receive the bread in your open palm. Please tell the priest if you prefer gluten-free.  

 

Once you have the bread, you may choose any of the following options:  
1. Return to your seat without receiving the wine. Be assured that this is a sufficient experience 

of communion.  
2. Sip the wine, from the common cup, guiding the chalice gently with your hand. (This meets the 

current safety standards set by the Diocese of Los Angeles and our bishop because the wine contains 
alcohol, the chalice is silver or similar metal, and the surface is wiped and turned between 
communicants.)  

3. Receive by intinction (dipping) – the Eucharistic Minister will dip your wafer into the wine for you. 
We must place it in your hand at this time and cannot place it in your mouth.  

 
The Common Cup will be offered on the right side of the altar rail. 
Intinction (dipping) will be offered on the left (Loma Vista) side. 

 

If you’d like to come forward but would prefer not to receive, 
please cross your arms over your chest and the priest will offer you a blessing. 

 
Suggestion: Before or after Communion, see the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) pp. 833-834. You’ll find some 
wonderful prayers there. Online worshipers can find it at www.bcponline.org 
 
Communion Music         Intermezzo in A Minor, Op.76 No. 7                Johannes Brahms       

Waltz in A-Flat Major, Op. 36 No. 15          Johannes Brahms                                              
        
       This Little Light of Mine                         African-American Spiritual 
        arr. Felix Eisenhauer 
  

The congregation is invited to join the choir in singing This Little Light of Mine. This arrangement starts in the 
imagination of a child singing about letting their light shine. Very quickly, temptation shows up, coaxing them to 
hide it under a bushel, to which righteousness vehemently exclaims NO! Then follow three groups of people 
sharing news of the scripture at the time each happened, sounding possibly gossipy, incredulous, or simply 
unsure of these wonderful things being proclaimed. The song finally returns to the child in the here-and-now, 
who has decided to let their light shine.  

 
1. This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine… 
2. Hide it under a bushel, no!, I’m gonna let it shine… 
3. Endless mercy from our God, I’m gonna let it shine… 
4. Jesus Christ forgives us all, I’m gonna let it shine… 
5. I have found them, come rejoice!, I’m gonna let it shine… 
6. This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine… 

      

Post Communion Prayer:   
Please stand or kneel as you prefer. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
When the Eucharist is being taken out to those who are sick or shut-in, we will pray together. 

In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts that those 
to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ's body and blood. We who 
are many are one body, because we share one bread, one cup. Amen. 

http://www.bcponline.org/


 

9 
 

 
Blessing 
 

May the peace which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love 
of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord: And may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit rest upon you and remain with you this day and forever more. Amen 

 
Recessional      Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven Hymnal 410 
Please stand as you are able and turn to face the cross as it passes by. 

 
Dismissal 

 

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude                                Trumpet Voluntary     Gordon Young 

 
   
Acknowledgements and Copyright Information 
Unless otherwise noted, permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 

#A-719533. All rights reserved.  

 
Check out next Sunday’s readings at www.lectionarypage.net 

 
Please join us in thanking whose who served today, including:  

Server/Chalice: Roger Crow Lectors: Janet Koehn & Teddy Andrews 

Chalice Bearer: Virginia Hernandez Ushers:   Susan & Rob Talmadge 

Altar Guild:  Susan Talmadge & 
Roger Crow 

Flower Guild: Roger Crow, Virginia 
Hernandez & Susan Talmadge 

Cantor:  Amy Schaffer Welcome Greeter: Marcia Semple 

Video Production:  Patrick VanHorn Lock-up Team: Woody Bretz 

 
 

 

 
9/11/22  Church Information Series: The Episcopal Church – how it’s different, why we love it 

9/12 Book Club Meeting 

9/14 Restaurant Fundraiser – Topper’s Pizza on Front Street 3:30 – 9pm 

9/18 Ministry Recognition - Production Team 

9/18 Acolyte Training 

9/18               Fair Trade Sales after Church 

9/25         Ministry Recognition - Readers and Lock Up Team 

10/2               Blessing of the Animals 4-5pm in the parking lot at St. Paul’s Ventura 

10/2               Ministry Recognition - Ushers and Welcome Committee 

10/9               Annual Bishop's Visit – Join us in welcoming the Canon to the Ordinary, Melissa McCarthy 

10/9        Church Information Series: Prayer, Worship and living a Jesus-centered life 

10/16             Ministry Recognition - Small Group Leaders, Servers and Chalice Bearers 

9/18            Fair Trade Sales after Church 

10/16             Small Group Ministries Presentation at Coffee Hour 

11/6               All Saints Day –Blessing of the Pledges; and Daylight Savings Time ends 

11/20          Christ the King Sunday 

11/27          First Sunday of Advent 

12/10         St. Paul's Holiday Marketplace and Rummage Sale 

12/11          Third Sunday of Advent and Parish Christmas Party and Holiday Marketplace 

12/24          Christmas Eve – 4pm Family Service, 10pm Carols, 10:30pm Candlelight Service 

12/25            Christmas Day – Sunday Service at 10:15am 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/
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Prayer Intentions for the Week of September 11, 2022 
 

Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury Our Clergy: Susan Bek, Dick Swanson 

Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop President Joseph Biden, Congress, Federal Courts 

John Taylor, Bishop Diocesan Governor Gavin Newsom, Legislature, State Courts 
 

 

HEALING IN BODY, MIND & SPIRIT: 
Leta, Christian, Christina, Nathan and his family, Bryant, Ed, Barb, Mary, Matthew, Thomas, Vivian, Lorraine, 
Bill, Dave, Sharon, Carrie, Bert, Joseph, Charlie, Esther, Scott, Carol, Susan, Jon, Nadia, Jeff, Camille, Barbara, 

Kent, Spencer and her family, all refugees, first responders, and everyone affected by COVID-19, gun 

violence, natural disaster, poverty, and injustice. 
 

THOSE ENDURING A LONG-TERM ILLNESS: 
Penny, Phil, Lynn, Audrey, Dennis, Maria, Baby Z, Carol, Amelia, Rachel, Dave, Kim, Linda, Virginia, Michelle, 

Sheila, Jeanice, Kevin, Susan, Ed, Debbie, Marcia and Ron.  

 
IN THE DISCERNMENT PROCESS FOR ORDAINED MINISTRY: 

Drew Darby, his wife Anna, and their family. 
 
AND PRAYERS OF LOVE AND ENCOURAGEMENT FOR:  

First Responders, Teachers, Administrators and School Staff, Children, Families, and those who live alone.  
 
FOR GOD’S BLESSING ON: 

 The ministry of prayer, study and service of St. Paul’s Men’s Group, the Daughters of the King, Bible & 

study groups 

 U.S. Armed services personnel serving around the world and wounded warriors cared for in medical 

centers and those returned home 

 All who work, educate others, and pray to abolish the scourge of present-day slavery. 
 

GIVE THANKS FOR: 
 Our partners in the Diocese of Los Angeles Deanery One in Santa Barbara County: St. Mary’s, Lompoc; 

St. Mark’s, Los Olivos; All Saints’, Christ the King, Trinity, Santa Barbara; St. Peter’s, Santa Maria; St. 
Michael’s Mission & Campus Ministry at UCSB in Isla Vista, Mount Calvary Monastery & Retreat House, 
Santa Barbara 

 Our World Mission Companions: the Cathedral Church of the Ascension, in the Diocese of Wiawso, Ghana 
 The Ventura Interfaith Ministerial Assoc.: Church of the Foothills, First Christian Church, Church of Christ 

 
IN MEMORIAM 

Sam Lloyd, Tom 
 Burke, and all those we love but see no longer. 

 

Parish prayers for healing are listed for one calendar month but can be renewed if needed. Please contact the 
church office to add or extend a prayer request and to let us know how things are going.  
 
 

 St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Susan Bek, Rector 
The Rev. Dr. Richard Swanson, Assisting 

Kara Craven, Parish Administrator 

Dr. Felix Eisenhauer, Music Minister 
Tara Eisenhauer, Choir Director 

Sara Edwards, Organist 
Nadia Becker, ASL Interpreter 

Amy Schaffer, Director of Communications 
 

3290 Loma Vista Road, Ventura, CA 93003 (805) 643-5033 e-mail: office@saintpaulsventura.org 
Website: www.saintpaulsventura.org     Twitter: @stpaulsventura    Facebook: St. Paul’s Ventura 

 

 

mailto:office@saintpaulsventura.org
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St. Paul’s Announcements September 11, 2022 
Thank you for joining us today! Please contact the church office for more information. God bless you! 

We invite you to join us again next Sunday. 
 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church! 
 

Whether you’re new, visiting or have been a member for years,  

we’re so glad you joined us today. A warm welcome to you!  

Our Sunday services are available online and in-person. Please let us 

know if we can do anything to support you on your spiritual journey 

this week. We’re always happy to hear from you!  

We invite you to come back soon. 

 

 

This is a brief overview of our weekly announcements. To learn about everything going on at St. Paul’s and 
to receive weekly encouragement and ways to build up spiritual strength, please see our E-newsletter.  
If you don’t receive it, please let us know. We’d be happy to add you to the list!  
You can reach us by emailing office@saintpaulsventura.org 

 Invite everyone you know – especially those who at some time attended school or church at St. Paul’s… 

Welcome to Homecoming Sunday - September 11th 

Thank you for being here as we celebrate our 133rd Anniversary! 
Please join us after the service for our All Star Hot Dog and Chili Bar in Kahler Hall 

We’re so glad to have you with us! 

 Thank you for helping us share the Good News and keep the church growing…  
Today is a BRING-A-FRIEND Sunday 
A warm welcome to all of the friends who are joining us today. It is a pleasure to share the Good 
News of God in Christ with you. We are a welcoming and inclusive congregation dedicated to 
following Jesus, making a difference, and welcoming all. If you have any questions or would like 
to speak with our priest, please let us know. We invite you to sign up for our Email Newsletter. 
It’s easy, just leave your contact information with the greeters at the Welcome Table. Take a look 
at the information about our next Church Information Series. We’d love to have you join us. 
Thanks, again, for coming. Please come back again. And thank you to our members who invited 
friends. We appreciate your help to keep the church we love going and growing.  

 You’re invited… 
Church Information Series - "Let's Talk about it" 
Second Sundays at 6pm on Zoom (if you prefer to attend in person, please let us know)  

9/11/22 The Episcopal Church – how it’s different, why we love it 
10/9/22 Prayer, Worship and living a Jesus-centered life 

Join us this month as we explore the history of the Episcopal church and talk about what we do, and what 
we don’t, believe in. How can it be that we take scripture so seriously and yet welcome all, have women 
clergy, and embrace a wide range of belief? If you’ve got questions, we invite you to ask them! Let’s talk 
about what makes this church different and how committed we are to keeping the faith. Come meet 
people, ask questions, and learn what makes this church so special. We offer a safe place to be yourself 
and explore your faith. All are welcome here! Register for these meetings at: https://tinyurl.com/55pptaan   
You’ll receive a confirmation email containing information about how to join in. See you there! 

 Join us as we raise funds for St. Paul’s and enjoy a delicious meal… 

September Fundraiser – Topper’s Pizza on Front Street 
Wed. 9/14 from 3:30-9pm  
Eat at Topper’s Pizza at 1076 E. Front Street in Ventura between 3:30 - 9pm and show them 
the flier at the back of the bulletin or in the Enews, and St. Paul’s will receive 20% of food 
and soft beverage sales. For dine in - simply show the printed flier or display it on your 
phone at the restaurant. For take out – must order through Topper’s and be within their 
delivery area. We look forward to seeing you there. Thank you for your support! 

 Healing Service Offered – Wednesday mornings at 9am on Zoom 
Join us for an inspiring and uplifting service on Wednesday mornings on Zoom. All are 
welcome! Contact the church office for details.  

https://tinyurl.com/55pptaan
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 Book Club will meet TOMORROW - September 12 at 5:30pm on Zoom 
Our next book is "Fox and I" by Catherine Raven. This uplifting fable-like true story about the 
friendship of a woman and a wild fox not only reveals the power of friendship and our 
interconnectedness with the natural world but is an original, imaginative, and beautiful work that 
introduces a stunning new voice. Meeting ID: 751 8208 5503 Passcode: 1stmonday 

 We are all called to be faithful stewards of our many blessings... 

6-Week Workshop on Personal Financial Health begins Sept. 18th - 11:45am-12:45pm 
Join Financial Wellness Coach, Louise Bretz, for a free six-week workshop. Sessions include: Why? 
(addressing our motivations for wanting to change your money habits); Know Your Money (and the 
power of planning your spending); Debt (how it works); Saving (short-term and long-term); 
Managing Risk (and planning for emergencies); Legacy & Benevolence (charitable giving). Please 
contact the church office to register. Advance registration is required. All are welcome! 

 Acolyte Training – after the service on Sunday, September 18th 
We are very excited to welcome acolytes back to the altar. Acolytes need to be 7 years or 
older and able to enjoy participating in the entire service while serving at the altar. Training 
is required. Please contact the church office AND plan to join us for this important training. 
We look forward to serving with you! 

 Small Group Ministries – All small group leaders are asked to respond to a recent email 
requesting information and your schedule for this Fall. Also, if you are interested in leading, or 
co-leading a small group, please let us know. We look forward to doing a Presentation about 
Small Group Ministries during Coffee Hour on Sunday, October 16th. Small groups offer the 
opportunity to make deeper connections with God and one another, can help us to heal from the 
isolation and fear we’ve all experienced in recent years, and are a fun and important way to love 
and support each other on this journey of faith. More details are coming soon!  

 Sunday, October 9th at the 10:15am Service 
We will welcome a very special guest on Sunday, October 9th. Canon to the Ordinary, 
Melissa McCarthy, will preach and celebrate for us. Please join us for this special service and 
plan to stay after the service for a lovely reception in Kahler Hall.   

 Have fun and bring your pets for a blessing, or come for holy water to take home to them…  

Walk Up Blessing of the Animals  

Sunday, October 2nd 4-5pm in the parking lot at St. Paul's Ventura  
Bring your furry, feathered, and scaly friends (or a picture of them) and join us as we celebrate 
the life of St. Francis of Assisi with our Blessing of the Animals event. We bless animals, photo s, 
ashes, people and stuffed animals. We even have “Blessings to Go Kits” you can take home for 
pets who don’t travel well. All are welcome! 

 Check out this Week’s Resources… 

To Help You Grow in Faith 
https://www.saintpaulsventura.org/growing-in-faith-sunday-and-everyday/ 
After an uplifting and inspiring Sunday service, we're sent out into the world to love and serve the Lord. It's 
wonderful, but there's so much more to living a faithful life than just going to church - so, we publish a list of 
weekly resources to help you grow in faith. Learn simple spiritual practices, get ideas for how to put your faith in 
action, receive a blessing to start off every week. You can also enjoy beautiful music, hear inspiring messages, 
and learn how to live a more fulfilling life.    

 

FAITH IN ACTION – September SUGGESTION of the Month 
This month consider joining with other Episcopalians urging Congress to act on Solitary Confinement. 
Join our call to establish a commission to study solitary confinement and provide humane 
recommendations for its reduction and reformation. You can find more information at 
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/ and click on “Take Action.”  

 This time we’re reaching out to those who have recently moved out of homelessness… 

September: REACH for a Way Out of Homelessness 
Turning Point Foundation’s River Haven Project offers a path to hope and the promise of 
transitioning out of homelessness. Sheltered in tiny houses manufactured by Tuff Sheds and 
supported by case managers, residents receive job training, medical attention and drug, alcohol and 
mental health services. Red REACH bags with list of items requested are available for your 
convenience. Thank you for helping us put our faith into action. For more information, go to: 
https://turningpointfoundation.org/river-haven-housing/ 

https://www.saintpaulsventura.org/growing-in-faith-sunday-and-everyday/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/
https://turningpointfoundation.org/river-haven-housing/


 

13 
 

This QR Code 
takes you straight 

to Giving Page 

 Special Donations Requested 
RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND: Donations to this fund are used at the Rector’s 

discretion to help those in need. Because of our generosity, we have been able to help families 

who need assistance for a variety of reasons. Beautiful things happen because you care. Thank 
you! 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND: Donations to this fund are used to assist with theological education. 

It’s also sometimes used to provide scholarship funds for disadvantaged children or adults. Now 

that we have a member seeking ordination, we will need funds to assist in their education. If you 

can help, we really appreciate it! 
 “God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Donations may be made by cash, check, PayPal, or Text StPaulsVentura to 73256. You can also 
arrange online payments, click the “Give” button at www.saintpaulsventura.org or use this QR code. 
Members give of their time through many ministries and share their talents through lots of volunteer 
opportunities. Please contact our clergy if you’d like to get involved in something new. Generosity 
involves the giving of time, talent and treasure. Thank you for all the ways you give of yourself! We 
look forward to doing great things with whatever you are able to give.  
Thank you so much! 

 And now it’s time for an… 

ASL Minute  
Learning to Sign One Sunday at a Time  
At St. Paul’s we’re learning Sign Language. Why? Because we enjoy learning and growing together, 
because it’s a great way to explore the concepts and ideas of our faith, and because all are welcome 
here. The videos are posted to our YouTube channel.                       

www.YouTube.com/StPaulsVentura 
Share it with your friends, maybe they’d like to learn something too! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.saintpaulsventura.org/
http://www.youtube.com/StPaulsVentura
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Welcome to our  
133rd Anniversary Celebration! 

 
If you’d like to share, we’d love to learn about your story. 

 
Name: 
 
Email:  
 
Do you already receive our email newsletter?  
 Would you like to receive our weekly email newsletter? 
 Would you like to receive occasional emails about events at St. Paul’s? 
 
How are you connected with St. Paul’s?  
 
 
When did that begin, and how long did it last? or is it ongoing?  
 
 
In a brief paragraph, what does St. Paul’s mean to you? Why is it important to you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What’s your story? What would you like to say, ask, or share with us? 
 
 


